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Abstract

Montgomery Watt has, while writing about Muslim Christian relations, has claimed that
Muslims have never shown serious interest in the study of other religions in classic Era
because of various reasons. According to him the self sufficiency of Islam, refutation of
Israiliyat, Order of Umar, the second caliph of Islam about to burn the books of
Alexsendia which were considered to be contradictory with Islamic values, critique of
Imam Ahmed bin hanbal about the books of Mutazila and many other elements were
there to urge muslims to stay away from the study of the books of other religions. In this
article, Watt’s claim has been taken in to consideration and it has been analysed on the
factual evidences. The conclusion of this article shows that the opinion of Watt is not
supported by authentic and reliable academic evidences because there were always
spaces in Muslim communities for have interest in comparative study of world religions.
The article contains those proofs which elaborate the other side of reality regarding
Muslims attitude towards understanding other religions.

Key Words: Montgomery Watt, Orientalist, Comparative Religions, Muslims, Islam,
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Free Will and Predestination in Early Islam (1948)
®  The faith and practice of al-GhazalT (1953)
e  Muhammad at Mecca (1953)
e  Muhammad at Medina (1956)
e  Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman (1961)
e Islamic Philosophy and Theology (1987)
e Islamic Political Thought (1998)
e Islam: A Short History (1999)
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Islam possesses in essentials all the religious and moral truth required by the whole

human race from now until the end of time. Hence in the religious and moral sphere
Islam has nothing to learn from any other system of thought.
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The result of this general attitude has been that Muslim ulema, the official
religious scholars of Islam, have constantly tried to prevent ordinary Muslims from
gaining any knowledge of false or heretical doctrines. When Muslim scholars wanted to
write books about the Muslim sects, it was necessary for them, before they did so, to
justify their enterprise by claiming that they were explaining and illustrating a statement
of Muhammad’s about the seventy-three sects of Islam. In a similar way Muslims have
shown no interest in studying doctrines of other religions. There were indeed one or two
exceptions to this in medieval times, but it is only in last couple of decades that Islamic
universities have begun to study comparative religion.®
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the rigid sentence of Omar is repugnant to the sound and orthodox precepts of the
Mahometan casuists: they expressly declare, that the religious books of the Jews and

Christialgs, which are acquired by the right of war, should never be committed to the
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Throughout the centuries the ulema have used their authority to prevent the
dissemination of all heretical or non-Islamic views, and indeed of whatever
deviated from their own teaching and from the self-image as they conceived it.
The suppression or squeezing out of undesirable views has been carried out by
methods not unlike those of western totalitarianism. In some Islamic countries at the
present time it is virtually impossible for Muslim intellectuals to publish anything at
variance with the dominant fundamentalism or traditionalism™
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