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Abstract:  

Linguists have divided the Pashto language into five groups of dialects. 

These include classifications into two groups, three groups, four groups, and five 

groups. The division into two groups is based on phonetic features, particularly the 

sounds /ž/ (ʒ), /ẓ̌/ (ɀ), /ṣ̌/ (ȿ), and /š/ (ʃ). On this basis, the dialects are categorized 

as Kandahari or Khattak and Yusufzai or Peshawari. The three-group classification 

is made geographically within Afghanistan, consisting of the Western (Kandahari), 

Central (Kabuli), and Eastern (Nangarhari) dialects. The four-group classification 

is also based on geography, dividing the dialects into Southwestern, Southeastern, 

Northwestern, and Northeastern regions. The five-group classification includes is 

called the Central or Middle dialect, which, in addition to Afghanistan, is spoken in 

the tribal areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan, including North Waziristan, 

South Waziristan (Wana), Bannu, and Karak.  

The Dawar, Orakzai, and Bangash dialects can also be classified on both 

phonetic and regional bases. The Dawari dialect shares phonetic features of the 

Kandahari or Khattak dialect, such as the sounds /ž/ (ʒ) and /š/ (ʃ). Meanwhile, the 

Orakzai and Bangash dialects share phonetic characteristics with both the 

Kandahari or Khattak and Yusufzai or Peshawari dialects, including /ž/ (ʒ), /š/ (ʃ), 

/ẓ̌/ (ɀ), and /ṣ̌/ (ȿ). For this reason, Orakzai and Bangash dialects can specifically be 

referred to as a “transitional group,” as they are relatively Karlani in tribal 

classification, and linguistically they represent a semi-Kandahari or Khattak and 
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semi-Yusufzai or Peshawari dialect. Therefore, they cannot be fully placed either 

in the Kandahari or Khattak dialect group or in the Yusufzai or Peshawari dialect 

group. 

Keywords:  Pashto Dialects,  Kandahari Dialect ,  Yusufzai Dialect ,  Karlani 

Dialects,  Transitional Dialect Group ,  Phonetic Classification
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Pashto word  SW  SE  NW  NE  M 

 pashto’  paṣto  pašto  paÇto  paxto  pašto‘پښتو

‘six’  Spaẓ  Spǝž  Spǝg  Spag  špež 

‘who’  ʦok  ʦok  sok  sok   ʦek, ʦok 

‘fiwe’  pinʣǝ  pinʣǝ  pinzǝ  pinzǝ  pinzǝ  

‘hand’  lās  lās  lās  lās            los 

‘daughter’  lur  lur   lur  lur            lir (14) 

Anny 

Boyl Dawid

Anny Boyl Dawid

"

" (15)

Anny Boyl Dawid
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(Consonants) ʃʒ
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(consonants )
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ʦ/t

s

ʦ
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۲ səʹrange ʦəʹangeʦəʹangeʦəʹanga

۳       sə əʦ əʦ  əʦ  

ʦ

۲ .  ʒ

ʒʒ

۱       ʒawāʹr       ʒawāʹr      ʒawāʹr      ʒawəʹr

۲        ʒrāʹnda      ʒrāʹnda     ʒrāʹnda    ʒrəʹnda

۳             reʒaʹ           roʒaʹ          roʒaʹ        roʒaʹ

۴             ʒaῐoʹ               ʒaῐoʹ            ʒaῐoʹ            ʒaῐāʹ

۵          ʒwənd         ʒwənd        ʒwənd       ʒwənd

 ʒ

 ʒ j

 jawəʹr   jrəʹnda ،  rojaʹ ،

 jaῐāʹ  jwənd 

۳ .  ɀ
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ɀRetroflexɀ

ɀ

ɀ

ɀʒ/ 

ɀ g 

ʒɀ/ 

ʒ ɀ/g

ʒ/  

ɀg

ʒ/

ɀg

۱     ʒiʹra       giʹra      giʹra      ɀiʹra

۲ ʃpeʒ ʃpegʃpegʃpəɀ

۳           ʒāɣ        ɣāg   ɣāg  ɣəɀ 

۴ xwəʒ xwəg xwəg xwəɀ    

۵    ɣeʒ  ɣeg   ɣeg  ɣwəɀ 

 

۴ .ʃ  

ʃ

ʃpalatal
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ʃʃ

۱       məʃəʹr      məʃəʹr    məʃəʹr        məʃəʹr

۲     ʃāʹrəm      ʃāʹrəm       ʃāʹrəm         ʃəʹrəm 

۳          ʃker        ʃkor       ʃkor        ʃkor

۴       məʃəʹr      məʃəʹr    məʃəʹr        məʃəʹr

۵            ʃpa            ʃpa             ʃpa            ʃpa

۵ .  ȿ

ȿRetroflexȿ

ȿ

ȿ

ȿʃ/  

ȿx

ȿ

ʃ/ ʃ/ 

ȿx

ʃ/ ȿ

x

ʃ/

ȿx
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۱ ɣeʹʃa ɣwəʹxa ɣwəʹxaɣwəʹȿa 

۲  paʃtoʹ paxtoʹ paxtoʹpaȿtoʹ

۳ ʃkorxkor xkorȿkār 

۴ ʃəʹzaxəʹza əʹzaȿəʹza

۵    wiʃtəʹ   

   

 wixtəʹ wixtəʹ         wiȿtəʹ

ȿ

x

ȿx
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